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Happy Birthday 
 

The Junction Journal turned 25 this month  

The Junction Journal turned 25 on the 20th May, 2017.  What an 

achievement for a publication once dubbed “A Country Rag” by the 

ABC Country Hour. 

In May, 1992, there was a growing need for a communication tool 

within the young developing district of the Douglas-Daly.  Local 

residents, Sue Shotton and Julie Muirhead, after canvassing the 

other residents at the time, decided to create a monthly newsletter. 

A competition was run to name the publication and after much ado, 

with many suggested names, the Junction Journal was born.  What 

was suppose to have been a small monthly newsletter turned out 

to be anything but that with most issues since the first one in May, 

1992 being over 20 pages long.   

The early editions of the Journal were typed up as a master copy using a typewriter and an Amiga 

computer with a 1mb hard drive.  The masters were taken to Darwin and photocopied by the then 

Soil Conservation Department (Thanks Paul Jonauskas).  Later we were fortunate to have a   

photocopier donated and the monthly publication could be photocopied within the Douglas-Daly.  

We have now moved into the modern technological age and produce an e-copy which is available 

through an email subscription or can be downloaded from the Junction Journal website.  It stays 

on the website for 6 months before being archived.  Copies are always available through the NT 

libraries as part of the NT Collection.  

The creation and editing of the Junction Journal is still a 100% volunteer effort, which takes about 

25 hours of volunteer time a month to do and the costs associated with production and                 

e-publishing are covered by paying advertisers. The Junction Journal would like to thank its         

e-publisher, RNT Business Solutions, for the heavily reduced cost of this service and the           

associated website, blogs and facebook presence, which is really needed in this day and age to 

stay relevant to the reading public.  

The Junction Journal is proud to say It has remained free to Douglas Daly residents, free to any-

one on the email subscription list and free to download via the website.  Advertising space can be 

purchased with all proceeds going to the production of the Journal. Annually a cricket sponsorship 

advertising package is available to support the Douglas-Daly Community with all proceeds of this 

being given back to the community at the Douglas Daly Community Development Association 

Cricket Fundraiser.  

The Junction Journal has always been a publication 

for the Douglas-Daly and as such the Journal has 

always been a strong supporter of the community 

and the younger generation of Douglas Daliens.  

Over the years the Journal has produced monthly 

accounts of the activities of the Douglas Daly 

School and has shown encouragement of the      

extraordinary work all the school children have 

achieved over the past 25 years.  
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As a strong supporter of the community, the Junction Journal, has endeavoured to promote and 

assist wherever it can with local activities and special events, such as the Funkhana, the annual 

cricket match, fishing competitions, car rallies, Anzac Day services and numerous other events 

that are on our district calendar.  It has also been able to document numerous events such as 

weddings, births, christenings and other historical events such as the opening of our community 

hall.  It also published the first historical account of the Douglas Daly School that celebrated the 

20th anniversary of learning in the Douglas Daly in 2002. 

In 2012, I was humbled by receiving a Certificate of  Appreciation from the Douglas Daly       

Community Development Association for my outstanding contributions and dedication to the 

Junction Journal . TDDCDA had also nominated me for a NT Volunteer of the Year Awards in 

2012, which resulted in me receiving, at Parliament House, a Most Valuable Volunteer Award in 

recognition of my generous contribution to the NT community. 

I would finally like to thank ALL the volunteers and businesses over the past 25 years that have 

helped to make the Journal what it is today.  This is your publication so keep up the good work 

with sending things in each month.  

Sue Shotton, 

Editor. 

Reprinted from the 20th birthday May publication with some minor adjustments. 

 




